The Completion of the First Round of FTA Negotiations
 Between Taiwan and Guatemala 

The first round of the FTA negotiations between Taiwan and Guatemala was held in Taipei during the period from March 1st to March 4th.. Sixteen distinguished representatives from Guatemala were led by Director-General Sonia Lainfiesta, Ministry of Economy, while representatives from Taiwan were led by Director-General Huang Chi-Peng, Bureau of Foreign Trade (MOEA). 

After four days of intensive discussions and exchanges, negotiation was brought to a successful conclusion with both sides meeting their expected outcomes. Today, Director-General Huang and Director-General Lainfiesta officially concluded the first round of negotiations with the signing of an Aide Memoire.

The text for Taiwan-Guatemala FTA took Taiwan & Panama FTA version as negotiation basis. There are three main negotiation groups: market access, services and investment, rules & procedures and cooperation; all of the three groups concurrently discussed in this round.

The first round of negotiation covered a wide range of topics. Among them, negotiations on sanitary and phytosanitary issues, technical barriers to trade, investments, cross-border trade in services, temporary entry for business persons, institutional provisions, marine transportation, and IPR-related issues were fruitful. Some topics are left to be discussed in the second round of negotiation, as both sides will receive comments from their competent authorities or needed further analysis, these topics includes customs procedures, safeguard measures and unfair trade practices.

Representatives from both sides have agreed to exchange ideas and opinions relating to the pending issues through emails or fax before the next round of negotiations to assure that the objectives of both sides can be met. The team leaders, Director-General Huang Chi-Peng and Director-General Sonia Lainfiesta, agreed that the date for the next round of negotiation will be April 11th of 2005.

