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STATE OF ISRAEL
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TRADE & LABOR

Foreign Trade Administration

AGREED MINUTES

of the 5th round of negotiations between the Delegations of  Mercosur and the State of Israel on the establishment of a Free Trade Agreement

The Delegations of Mercosur and of the State of Israel met on 20 to 23 November 2006 in Jerusalem to negotiate the establishment of a Free Trade Area Agreement. 

Mr. Ernesto Henrique Fraga Araujo headed the delegation from MERCOSUR

Ms. Merav Gonen headed the delegation from Israel

The list of the participants of both Delegations is attached as Annex I.

The agreed agenda included the meetings of the following working groups:


I. Trade in Goods / Market Access:

Meaningful discussions were held between the two sides both on issues of text and on the lists of requests and offers. 

The sides agreed on the remaining provisions of the Chapter on Trade in Goods and have concluded their discussions of the text (attached as Annex II).

Mercosur and Israel presented their possible improvements of their respective market access offers, taking into account the understandings reached in the 4th round, as well as the lists of reiterated requests recently exchanged.

Both sides indicated their willingness to propose further improvements in light of their respective reiterated requests.

II. Rules of Origin and Customs Procedures 

     Protocol on Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters:
The sides discussed the text of the Protocol on Rules of Origin, including the certificate of origin and most of the pending issues were resolved. The updated text is attached as Annex III.

Israel presented proposals for the computerization of Certificates of Origin to be analyzed by Mercosur.

Regarding the Protocol on Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters, Mercosur has raised some additional points which they will convey to the Israeli side before the next meeting.

III. Dispute Settlement

The Parties discussed the text of the chapter on Dispute Settlement.

The Israeli delegation made comments on the new draft text sent by Mercosur on November 7, 2006.  
The results of the present round of negotiations are set forth in the text attached as Annex IV.

The Parties have agreed to exchange comments on the text of the Chapter as well as the rules of procedures (and rules of conduct).

IV. General Provisions 

Both Delegations discussed the remaining open issues in the text.

The last updated version of the text is attached as Annex V.

V. Technical and Technological Cooperation

Mercosur explained its proposal of provisions on this matter.

Israel expressed its appreciation of the Mercosur's proposal since Israel attaches importance to the subject.
Mercosur will propose a revised text based on the discussions held and on the provision of the Framework Agreement concerning this topic.

VI. SPS 

The sides agreed on a text for the Annex concerning sanitary and phytosanitary measures, subject to a pending issue to be considered by Israel.

The last updated text is attached as Annex VI.

Concerning the Schedule of Future Negotiations:

28 of November: Israel will send its comments on the Dispute Settlement    Rules of Procedure and Rules of Conduct

5 of December:  Mercosur will send its comments on Dispute Settlement (main text) 

12 of December:  Mercosur will send its comments on the Dispute Settlement Rules of Procedure and Rules of Conduct

Mercosur will send its comments on the Protocol on Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters

Mercosur will send its proposals for Articles 8 and 9 of the General Provisions chapter

Mercosur will send its proposal for the provisions on Technical and Technological Cooperation

Israel will send its position on SPS pending issue

19-20 of December: Video Conference on Dispute Settlement / Technical and Technological Cooperation / Safeguards / SPS / Customs 

Cooperation / General Provisions (experts' discussion on Payments if possible)

TBD:                     6th Round of Negotiations, Mercosur

Done on November 23rd, 2006, in Jerusalem in two original copies in the English language.
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