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CHAPTER

GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1 – National Treatment
1. Each {Signatory Party }IL consultationsshall accord national treatment to the goods of the other Party {}IL consultations in accordance with Article III of GATT 1994, including its interpretative notes, and to this end Article III of GATT 1994 and its interpretative notes, or any equivalent provision of a successor agreement to which both Parties are party, are incorporated into and made part of this Agreement.

2. The Signatory Parties agree, in accordance with their constitutional rules and their internal legislation , to comply with the provisions of paragraph 1 in their territory at federal, provincial or State level.

Article 2 – Customs Unions, Free Trade Areas and Frontier Trade

1. 
This Agreement shall not prevent the maintenance or establishment of customs unions, free trade areas or arrangements for frontier trade which are in accordance with the provisions of Article XXIV of the GATT 1994 and with the Understanding on the Interpretation of Article XXIV of the GATT 1994.

2.
Upon request, consultations between the Parties shall take place within the Joint Committee in order for the Parties to inform each other on agreements establishing customs unions or free trade areas and, where required, on other major issues related to their respective trade policy with third countries.

Article 3  – Antidumping, Subsidies and Countervailing Measures

In the application of antidumping or countervailing measures and with respect to subsidies, the Signatory Parties shall be governed by their respective legislation, which shall be consistent with the WTO Agreement. 
Article 4 –Agreement on Agriculture

The Signatory Parties reaffirm their obligations pursuant with the WTO Agreement on Agriculture.

Article 5 – Re‑exports and Serious Shortage

1. In the event that a Party adopts or maintains a prohibition or restriction on the importation from or exportation to a non-Party of a good, nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to prevent the Party from:

(a) limiting or prohibiting the importation from the territory of the other Party of such good of that non-Party; or

(b) requiring as a condition of export of such good of the Party to the territory of the other Party, that the good not be re-exported to the non-Party, directly or indirectly, without being consumed in the territory of the other Party.


A Party adopting or maintaining  a prohibition or restriction as described above shall do so in accordance with the procedures laid down in Article 8 .
2. Where compliance with the provisions of Articles (Chapter- Trade in Goods) leads to a serious shortage, or threat thereof, of goods essential to the exporting Party and where this situation gives rise or is likely to give rise to major difficulties for the exporting Party, that Party may take appropriate measures under the conditions and in accordance with the procedures laid down in Article 8 in a non-discriminatory manner. 

Article 6 – State Trading Enterprises 

Each signatory party shall ensure that any State Trading Enterprise it maintains or establishes acts in a manner consistent with the provisions of Article XVII of GATT 1994. 

[Article 7 – Payments
1. Payments in freely convertible currencies relating to trade in goods between the Parties and the transfer of such payments to the territory of a Party, where the creditor resides, shall be free from any restrictions. 

2. The Parties shall refrain from any exchange or administrative restrictions on the grant, repayment or acceptance of short and medium credits concerning commercial transactions in which a resident participates. 

3. Any measures concerning current payments connected with the movement of goods shall be in conformity with the conditions laid down under Article VIII of the Statutes of the International Monetary Fund. ] IL consultations
[Article 8 – Rules of Competition Concerning Undertakings 

1. The following are incompatible with the proper functioning of this Agreement in so far as they may affect trade between the Parties: 

(a) all agreements between undertakings, decisions by associations of undertakings and concerted practices between undertakings which have as their object or effect the prevention, restriction or distortion of competition; 

(b) abuse by one or more undertakings of a dominant position in the territories of the Parties as a whole or in a substantial part thereof. 

2. The provisions of paragraph 1 shall apply to the activities of all undertakings including public undertakings and undertakings to which the Parties grant special or exclusive rights. Undertakings entrusted with the operation of services of general economic interest or having the character of a revenue‑producing monopoly, shall be subject to provisions of paragraph 1 insofar as the application of these provisions does not obstruct the performance, in law or in fact, of the particular public tasks assigned to them. 

3. With regard to goods referred to in (Agricultural Goods Article), the provisions stipulated in Paragraph 1(a) shall not apply to such decisions and practices which form an integral part of national marketing organization. 
4. If a Party considers that a given practice is incompatible with paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article, and if such practice causes or threatens to cause serious prejudice to the interest of that Party or material injury to its domestic industry, the Party concerned may take appropriate measures after consultation within the Joint Committee or after thirty working days following referral for such consultation. 

5. Subject to its laws, regulations and policies, each Party shall accord fair and equitable treatment to the individuals, companies, government agencies and other entities of the other Party engaged in the pursuit of activities under this Agreement.] IL will send new proposal.
[Article 9 – Balance of Payments Difficulties 

1. 
The Parties shall endeavour to avoid the imposition of restrictive measures for balance-of-payments purposes as regards to obligations pursuant to this Agreement.
2.
The Parties reafirm their rights and obligations under Article XII of the GATT 1994 and the WTO Understanding on the Balance-of-Payments Provisions are hereby incorporated into and made part of this Agreement.

3. In applying temporary trade measures as described in paragraph 2, the Party in question will accord treatment no less favourable to imports originating in the other Party than to imports originating in any other country.

4.
The Party introducing a measure under this Article shall promptly notify the other Parties and the Joint Committee thereof.]
MS consultations

[Article 10 – Protection of Intellectual Property 

1. The Parties shall grant and ensure protection of intellectual property rights in accordance with the obligations arising from the WTO Agreement on Trade - Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights. 
 MS consultations
Article 11 – Investments and Trade in Services 

1. The parties recognize the importance of the areas of investments and trade in services. In their efforts to gradually deepen and broaden their economic relations, they will consider in the Joint Committee the possible modalities for opening negotiations on market access on investments and trade in services, on the basis of the GATS framework as applicable.

2. In order to broaden reciprocal knowledge about trade and investment opportunities on both Parties, the Signatory (Contracting) Parties shall stimulate trade promotion activities such us seminars, trade missions, fairs, simposia and exhibitions.

Article 12 – Customs Cooperation

The Parties commit themselves to developing customs cooperation to ensure that the provisions on trade are observed.  For this purpose they establish a dialogue on customs matters and shall provide mutual assistance in accordance with the provisions of Annex X [Mutual Assistance]

Article 13 – Technical Regulations, Standards and Conformity Assessment Procedures
General Provisions

Article 1.- The Parties recognize the important role of harmonised international standards in technical regulations in the development of trade.

Article 2.- The provisions of this Annex are intended to prevent the technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures, and metrology, adopted and applied by the Signatory Parties from becoming unnecessary technical barriers to mutual trade. In this regard the Signatory Parties reaffirm their rights and obligations in respect of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (WTO/TBT Agreement), and agree on the provisions established in this Annex.


Paragraph 1 – The provisions of this Annex do not apply to sanitary and phytosanitary measures, supply of services and government procurement.


Paragraph 2 – The definitions of Annex 1 of the WTO/TBT Agreement, of the International Vocabulary of Basic and General Terms in Metrology – VIM – and the Vocabulary of Legal Metrology shall apply to this Annex.


Paragraph 3 – The Signatory Parties agree to comply with the International System of Units (SI).  

Article 3.- The Signatory Parties agree to strengthen their national standardization, technical regulation, conformity assessment and metrology systems, based on relevant international standards or international standards in imminent completion.


Article 4.- The Signatory Parties, in order to facilitate trade, may commence negotiations with a view to the signing of Recognition Agreements between competent bodies of each Signatory Party in the areas of technical regulation, conformity assessment and metrology based on the WTO/TBT Agreement principles and the international references in each matter.

Paragraph 1 – In order to facilitate this process, preliminary negotiations may begin to assess equivalence between their technical regulations.

Paragraph 2 – In the framework of this recognition process, the Signatory Parties shall facilitate access to their territories to demonstrate the implementation of their conformity assessment system.

Paragraph 3 – The terms of the Recognition Agreements of conformity assessment systems and equivalence of the technical regulations shall be defined in each case by the competent bodies, which, among other things, shall establish the conditions and terms of compliance.

Article 5 - The Parties shall meet whenever necessary, in order to discuss ways of enhancing and improving cooperation, with a view to opening negotiations on mutual recognition agreements. Each Party shall submit annually a report to the Joint Committee on the progress of the negotiations on mutual recognition agreements.

Technical Cooperation

Article 6.- The Signatory Parties agree to provide mutual cooperation and technical assistance through competent international or regional organizations in order to:

a) Promote the application of this Annex;

b) Promote the application of the WTO/TBT Agreement;

c) Strengthen their respective metrology, standardization, technical regulation, conformity assessment bodies as well as their information and notification systems within the framework of the WTO/TBT Agreement;

d) Strengthen technical confidence between such bodies, mainly with a view to establishing Mutual Recognition Agreements of interest to the Signatory Parties;

e) Increase participation and seek coordination of common positions at international organizations on issues related to standardization and conformity assessment;

f) Support the development and application of international standards;

g) Increase the training of the human resources needed for the purposes of this Annex;

h) Increase the development of joint activities between the technical bodies involved in the activities covered by this Annex.

Transparency


Article 7.- The Signatory Parties shall favour the adoption of a mechanism to identify and look for concrete ways to overcome unnecessary technical barriers to trade arising from the application of technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures.

Article 8 - The Parties shall cooperate in the field of standardization, metrology, conformity assessment and product certification, with the aim of eliminating technical barriers in trade.

Article 9.- The Signatory Parties agree to promote articulation between its focal points of information on technical barriers to trade, in order to meet the needs derived from the implementation of this Annex

