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Canada and European Union launch historic
economic partnership

Comprehensive economic partnership agreement will increase trade
opportunities

6 May 2009
PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, along with
European Union President Mirek Topolanek and
European Commission President José Manuel
Barroso, today announced the historic launch of
negotiations toward an economic partnership
agreement between Canada and the European
Union.

“At a time when many countries are retreating into
protectionism, Canada is showing the way,” said
Prime Minister Harper. “We are working to open
new markets and positioning our country for the
future.”

This partnership has the potential to bring a $12
billion boost to the Canadian economy and lead to significant gains for both Canada and the EU.

In addition to signing an air safety agreement, we also concluded negotiations on a comprehensive air transport
agreement with the EU. This will lower prices and give more choices for people traveling between Canada and
Europe.

“The EU is second only to the United States when it comes to the size of our trading relationship,” said Minister
Stockwell Day. “We are a trading nation. This is very good news for Canada.”

Return to the regular page.

http://www.pm.gc.ca/includes/send friend eMail print.asp?URL=/eng/media.asp&category=1&id=2... 5/10/2009



