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For | medi ate Rel ease Novenmber 16, 2000

JO NT STATEMENT BY
PRESI DENT BI LL CLI NTON AND PRI ME M NI STER GOH CHOK TONG
ON A UNI TED STATES- SI NGAPCRE FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

The United States of America (USA) and Singapore have agreed to
start negotiations on a bilateral Free Trade Agreement (FTA).
USA and Singapore are both firm supporters of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), and
are committed to APEC's Bogor Goals of free and open trade and investment by 2010 for industrialized

economies and 2020 for devel oping economies.

The USA and Singapore reaffirm their strong commitment to the multilateral trading system and the
launch of aNew Round in 2001.

The FTA will be modeled after the US-Jordan FTA.

We have directed Ambassador Charlene Barshefsky and Minister George Y eo to endeavor to conclude
negotiations before the end of the year.
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