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USTR Announces Agreement between the
U.S. and Israel to Reaffirm Commitment to
Expand Bilateral Trade and Investment

Deputy United States Trade Representative Ambassador Miriam Sapiro and Israel’s Director General of the Ministry of
Industry, Trade, and Labor, Sharon Kedmi, this week reached agreement on a process to further their shared commitment to
expand trade and investment between the United States and Israel. They applauded progress on trade and investment
issues since a meeting between Ambassador Kirk and Minister Ben Eliezer in Washington in October 2010, and agreed to a
plan that will guide future discussions and develop further as those discussions evolve. They also agreed to redouble their
efforts to make further progress ahead of the U.S.-Israel Free Trade Agreement (FTA) Joint Committee meeting, to be held
later this fall.

“The Obama Administration places great importance on the relationship between our countries, and we will
continue our collaborative efforts to expand trade and investment opportunities for American and Israeli exporters
and investors,” said Ambassador Sapiro.

The two sides also agreed to explore ways to realize fully the potential benefits of the U.S.-Israel trade agreement, including
through the further liberalization of trade in services and agriculture and the removal of trade-restrictive measures.
Ambassador Sapiro and Director General Kedmi also committed to consider cooperation in other areas, including addressing
regulatory issues which might be impeding the movement of goods, services and capital between the two countries, in
consultation with relevant stakeholders.
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