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RACI SM AND XENOPHOBI A

The Council heard a statement by Jean KAHN, Chairman of the Consultative
Commi ssi on on Raci sm and Xenophobia, on the outcone of the feasibility study
conducted by the Conmission on the setting up of a European Mnitoring
Centre on Racismand Xenophobia, in accordance with the request from the
Cannes European Council .

The Commission's report will be subnmitted directly to the Florence European
Counci | .

The Council thanked M KAHN for his personal action and that of the nenbers
of the Commission in the interests of an ethical Europe and for his tireless
efforts to conbat raci smand xenophobi a.

The Council instructed the Permanent Representatives Conmttee to study this
dossier in preparation for the Florence European Council and to report back
intime for its next nmeeting on 10 and 11 June 1996.

RELATI ONS W TH MEXI CO

Continuing its discussions on negotiating directives for a new agreenent
with Mexico, the Council approved the Presidency's conpronise proposal
relating to the aimof this agreenent and the procedures to be inplenented
in order to attainit.

The Council therefore recorded political agreement on the negotiating
directives, which would be fornally adopted without delay after finalization
of the text (w thout further discussion, as an "A" item.

FORMER YUGOSLAVI A - COUNCI L CONCLUSI ONS

The Council held an in-depth discussion on the inplenmentation of the peace
process in Bosnia-Herzogovina in the light of the reports fromthe High
Representative, Carl Bildt, the European Administrator of Mstar, Perez
Casado, and the Presidency's State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, M
Ferraris.

The Union expresses its full support for the decision of the European
Admi ni strator of Mstar, Perez Casado, to set the date for |ocal elections
at 31 May 1996; it believes that these elections should make a substanti al
contribution towards the town's reunification. It has every confidence in
any decisions he may take in the light of his direct know edge on the ground
to ensure that the objective of the proper conduct of the elections is
achi eved.

The European Union calls upon all the parties involved to cooperate fully in
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hol ding free and orderly elections. This will also provide the Union with
the necessary elenents for adopting a decision, in conpliance with the
conditions set by the Council on 22 April, on continuing the European

Union's presence in Mstar as requested by the parties thensel ves.

The Council enphasizes the great inportance which it attaches to the
el ectoral process in Bosnia-Herzegovina, in accordance with the tinmetable
laid down and in the context of the OSCE s action.

The Council points to the inportance of providing the necessary funds for
the organi zation of the elections by the OSCE in the context of an equitable

division of international effort in support of the electoral process. The
Uni on will consi der way's to support t he el ectoral process in
Bosni a- Her zegovi na, particularly as regards the activities of OSCE
observers. The Council states its agreenent to the principle of a joint

action and instructs the conpetent bodies to prepare a draft to be subnmitted
to it for adoption as soon as possible.

Wth a viewto ensuring that the elections in Bosnia-Herzegovina take place
inan orderly, correct and safe fashion, the Union again calls upon the
parties to inplement the essential points already identified by the OSCE.
The phased and orderly return of refugees under safe conditions is of
par anount i nportance here.

The Union remains committed to the aimof consolidating the Croat-Bosnian
Federation as an essential elenment of the peace process and of the integrity
of Bosni a- Her zegovi na. It welconmes the undertakings entered into by the
parties at the neeting in Petersberg on 25 April and enphasizes the need to
followthemup with concrete action.

In this connection the Union expresses concern at the continued deadl ock in
the Republika Srpska, and would welconme the emergence of political |eaders
who are prepared to cooperate fully in the inplenentation of the peace plan.

The Union endorses the High Representative's decision to open an office in
Banj a Luka, and the Conmi ssion's decision to post staff there. |In the light
of information fromthe Hi gh Representative, the Union agreed on the need to
carry out reconstruction projects to encourage the peace process and
reconciliation in the region.

The Union recalls the undertakings entered into by the FRY and the Republika
Sr pska regardi ng i mpl ementation of t he Peace Agreenent, i ncl udi ng
cooperation with the International Tribunal.

The Council noted the decision of the Presidency and the Conmission to
postpone the visit by the Presidents of the Council and the Conm ssion which
was to have taken place on 16 and 17 May 1996, to denonstrate the EU s

approach to the region's future. It also reiterated the Union's hope that
the visit could take place very soon. The Council wll exam ne the question
of autononmous nmeasures in the light of that visit and on the basis of a

Conmi ssi on proposal .

In the context of that approach, the Union is prepared to consider - in
coordination with the Hi gh Representative - a gradual inprovenent in
relations with the FRY and to take appropriate neasures in the |light of the
latter's attitude, particularly as regards the criteria set in the

Presidency's Declaration of 9 April 1996 concerning recognition of the FRY
by the EU Menber States, the right of return for refugees and the obligation
to readmit nationals.

The Md-term Conference to be held in Florence on 13 and 14 June will
provi de an opportunity for taking stock of the progress of the peace process
and economi c reconstruction, including the setting up of the United Nations
Transitional Administration in eastern Slavonia, and for draw ng concl usions
regarding the Union's attitude over the com ng nonths.

Regarding Croatia's accession to the Council of Europe, the Council, while
confirming its support for this step, takes the view that a precise
tinetabl e should be established as regards the undertakings entered into by
Croatia with a view to its accession. The Council proposes that an
extraordinary neeting of the Committee of Mnisters of the Council of Europe
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be hel d before the summer to take a decision on this accession in the |ight
of the degree of conpliance with the aforesaid tinmetable.

ALBANI A

The Council was pleased to note that the Commission would be subnmitting
draft directives for negotiations wth A bania with the aimof concluding a
new agreenent which would represent an inportant step along the road to an
associ ation agreenent.

MEDI TERRANEAN POLI CY
- EURO- MEDI TERRANEAN AGREEMENTS

On the basis of an oral report fromthe Conmi ssion, the Council took stock
of the progress of the negotiations currently taking place with Egypt,
Jordan and Lebanon and of developnents in the exploratory talks between the
Commi ssi on, the Palestinian Authority and Syria.

The Conmission also put to the Council its proposal for negotiating
directives for a Euro-Mediterranean association agreenment with Al geria.

The Council encouraged the Conmission to work towards a rapid conclusion of
the current negotiations and to ensure that the exploratory talks wth the
Pal estinian authority and Syria resulted as soon as possible in proposals
for negotiating directives.

The Council also instructed the Permanent Representatives Conmittee to study
the Conmi ssion proposals on Algeria with the aimof adopting the negotiating
directives before the end of June.

- MEDA REGULATI ON

The Council decided - wth the abstention of Geece - to consult the
Eur opean Parliament again on the text of the MEDA programme as a result of
the substantial changes to be nade to the original text on which the
Eur opean Parlianent had delivered its Opinion on 14 Decenber 1995.

The Council agreed to enter this item on the agenda for its next neeting on
10 and 11 June with the aimof reaching a conclusion on this subject then.

M DDLE EAST

Following the infornal nmeeting with Rafic HARIRI, Prine Mnister of Lebanon,
t he Council reaffirnmed the Union's willingness to assist in t he
reconstruction of Lebanon.

In this context, it instructed its conpetent bodies to prepare a reply to
the recent United States démarche relating to the Consultative G oup for the
Reconstruction of Lebanon and a possible nmeeting of a conference with the
same aim

The Council took note of the Presidency's report on the recent journey by
the Troika to Cairo, Amman and Beirut and of the very strong desire
expressed by all discussion partners at that tinme for Europe to play a
greater role in the peace process.

In preparation for any discussions by the Florence European Council on
achieving peace in the Mddle East, the Council instructed its conpetent
bodies to |l ook into the approach which the Union should adopt and to report
back in time for its next neeting on 10 and 11 June.

RELATI ONS W TH ASI A: CAMBODI A, LACS, BANGLADESH AND PAKI STAN

The Council was inforned by Vice-President MARIN of the proposals for
directives which the Conmission had just adopted for the negotiation of
cooperation agreenents with Canbodi a, Laos, Bangl adesh and Paki st an.

The Council stressed that it attached great inportance to strengthening

relations with these countries, which was also part of its Asian strategy,
and instructed the Pernmanent Representatives Conmmittee to examine the
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Commi ssion proposals wth the aim of having the negotiating directives
adopt ed qui ckly.

RELATI ONS W TH RUSSI A

The Council held a discussion on the situation in Russia. It took the view
t hat t he Russi an Presi denti al el ection canpai gn was progressi ng
satisfactorily. It stressed that it was of «crucial inportance that these

el ections take place and be free and fair, which would prove that denocratic
princi ples had taken root and become wi despread in Russia.

It reiterated the Union's willingness to nmake a positive contribution to the
proper conduct of the electoral process by being involved in observing them
in collaboration with OSCE bodies and on the basis of the experience
acquired in the Parlianmentary el ections on 17 Decenber 1995.

Moreover, the Council is convinced that the action plan which has just been
approved and which constitutes the practical followup to the Council
conclusions of 20 and 21 Novenmber 1995 on the strategy for the European
Union's future relations with Russia testifies to the Union's willingness to
establish and reinforce a strong and fruitful partnership wth Russia and
its readiness and determnation to continue to support the denocratic and
economic reforms in that country.

Eur opean Uni on action plan for Russia

The European Union is conmmitted to establishing a substantial partnership
with Russia in order to pronote the denocratic and econom c reform process,
to enhance respect for human rights, to consolidate peace, stability and
security in order to avoid newdividing lines in Europe and to achieve the

full integration of Russia into the community of free and denocratic
nations. To that end, the European Union signed a Partnership and
Cooper ati on Agr eenent with Russi a and t he Counci | neeting on

20 Novenber 1995 adopted conclusions on the strategy to be followed for the
European Union's future relations with Russia, which were confirned by the
Madri d European Council .

On the basis of these priorities, the European Union hereby adopts the
action plan outlined bel ow

The action plan will clearly require close and ongoi ng coordi nation between
the actions of the European Community, whose principal support instrument
remains the TACIS progranmme, and the actions of the Menber States and, where
appropriate, wth the other main donors in order to ensure maxi mum
efficiency in ternms of synergy and conplenentarity.

Action based on this plan will be reviewed if necessary.
l. Contribution to Russia's denocratic reforns

- Participation in the international nonitoring of the forthconing
presidential elections on the basis of the positive experience acquired
during nonitoring of the parlianentary elections on 17 Decenber 1995.
This action will be supported under the TACIS Denocracy Programe
(TDP) .

- Inplenmentation of the Agreement between the European Community and the
Counci| of Europe on the harnonization of Russian legislation wth
Council of Europe rules, centred on the constitutional and |egal
aspects of the legal reform commtnents entered into by Russia upon
accession to the Council of Europe.

- Support for contacts between the European Parlianent, the Parlianents
of the Menber States and the Russian Parliament to pronote the further
devel opnent of denobcratic institutions and the rule of |aw

- Support for cooperation between regions and the twinning of cities in
the European Union and Russia, notably via the TACIS "City Tw nning
Pr ograme".

- Support for the devel opnent of local and regional admnistration in
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Russia by neans of |long-termprogrames, to consolidate denpbcracy at
| ocal and regional |evel throughout the country.

- Continuation of sem nar progranmes organized by the European Comrunity
and its Menber States for the benefit of young decision-nakers (Ms,
busi nessnen, senior administrators, etc.) and journalists to
facilitate, inter alia, direct contact w th European institutions and
political and adm nistrative systems in the Wst and a deeper
under st andi ng of Russia within the EU.

- Support for institutions, particularly within the franework of the OSCE
and the Council of Europe, which organize ad hoc senminars on the rights
of individuals belonging to minority groups and on human rights, open
to political, legal and administrative |eaders.

- Support for legal training, particularly through activities centred on
the training of Jlaw professors and through training and exchange
progranmmes for menbers of the Russian judiciary.

. Econoni ¢ cooperation
Contractual relations

- Implementation of the Interim Agreenent - which entered into force
on 1 February 1996 - ensuring observance of the rights and obligations
deriving therefrom

- Ratification as soon as possible of the Partnership and Cooperation
Agreenent and early accession to that Agreenent of the three new Menber
States on the basis of the appropriate instrunments.

- Negotiation and conclusion of new bilateral agreenents provided for in
the Partnership and Cooperation Agreenent. These agreenents should be
used to strengthen cooperation and conmercial links with Russia in the
context of its transition to a market econony. Particular attention
should be paid to inmproving market access in certain sectors such as
financial services.

- Proper coordination between sectoral negotiations and specific trade
questions and the European Union's general policy as reflected inits
strategy.

Devel opnent of trade relations and integration of Russia into the
internati onal econony

- Support for Russia, inter alia through the TACIS programme, in its
efforts to neet the conditions for accessionto the WO and to
integrate fully into the international econony. |In this connection,
the Community will attach particular inportance to Russia's neeting the
obligations regarding the liberalization of trade policy.

- Support for Russia's alignment on international standards and, as far
as possible, on those of the European Union single narket.

- Setting up of studies to detect obstacles to expanding trade and
investnent flows. Particular attention should be paid to clarifying a
whol e series of questions, especially the inpact on the econonies of
the Union Menber States and the extent to which legislation will have
to be aligned, fromthe point of view both of Russia's accession to the
WO and - in the 1light of the relevant provisions of the PCA - of the
possible introduction of a free-trade area between the EU and Russi a.

- Regular assessnent, on the basis of <clearly defined criteria, of
Russia's progress towards a narket econony.

- Creation with Russia of a joint Working Party on Trade Facts which will
collate factual information on specific trade questions with a viewto
facilitating the nmanagenment of trade relations between the Comunity
and Russia. The Council will be kept regularly informed of the work of
this Wrking Party.
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Regi onal cooperation

- Pronotion of regional cooperation between Russia and its neighbours in
accordance with the principles of the OSCE through a series of
initiatives to:

promote transfrontier cooperati on between the new | ndependent States
and the Union and between the new |ndependent States and Central
Eur ope;

strengthen regional cooperation wth Russia in the Baltic Sea region
by neans, inter alia, of the initiative which the Conm ssion was
instructed to prepare further to the conclusions of the Mdrid
European Council, in the Barents Sea region and in the Black Sea
regi on;

promote the developnent of trans-European transport and energy
net wor ks between Russia and its Central and East European nei ghbours
and wi th the European Union;

conti nue sel ective assistance for the pronotion of econonmic
cooperation on a voluntary basis between Russia and the countries of
Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

Nucl ear energy and nucl ear safety

- Devel opnent of programmes, also in the TACS franework, for the
approximation of laws in the context of the Energy Charter and for
energy sector refornms with a view, inter alia, to inproving the quality
and safety of the Union's energy supplies (various progranmes are under
way concerning either Russia and adjacent Menber States, or a nore
regional context in which the full association of Russia is desirable).

- Assistance on energy price policy, bearing in mnd the recommendations
of the International Energy Agency, wth particular reference to
account ancy and managenent trai ni ng.

- Further assistance to Russia in applying in the nuclear sector
internationally agreed principles of nuclear safety taking into account
the outcome of the nuclear summt in Mbscow. To that end, the Union
will support, in particular, the independent regulation of the nuclear
sector, together with inprovenents in the safety of nucl ear
installations, including short-terminprovenents in those installations
nost at risk, wth a viewto closing themdowm as soon as possible.

The Union's assistance will al so include the preparation of
deconmi ssioning operations including fuel cycle and waste managenent
aspects.

- WIlingness to consider providing on-the-spot energency assistance
shoul d Russi a so request.

- Encouragenent to Russia to ratify the International Convention on
Nucl ear Safety and to adhere to the 1993 anendnents made to the
London Convention which ban the dunping of radioactive waste at sea,
and to the Vienna Convention on Cvil Liability for Nuclear Danmge.

- Support for the objective of a high degree of nuclear safety and sound
managenent of pipelines, both of which, inter alia, are essential to
the prevention of ecol ogical disasters.

Envi r onment

- Continued support for Russia in the field of the environnment based, as
far as TACIS is concerned, on the possibilities afforded by the new
Regul ation. In this connection, particular inportance will be given to
the strengthening of institutions, to legislation and to training.

On a general level, special attention will also be given to cooperation
in conbating pollution in a transboundary context.

- Environnmental considerations wll also be taken into account when it
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cones to designing and inplenmenting assi stance progranmes, in
particular in the TAC S franmework.

- Al the attention necessary wll also be given to initiatives already
proposed or likely to be proposed at regional level, such as those
al ready being prepared for the Baltic region.

Mbderni zati on of the production system

- Help to nake Russian businesses nore conpetitive. Wth this in view,
the introduction of nodern information technol ogi es shoul d be
encour aged and, in particular t hr ough TACI'S, the training of

busi nessmen and executive staff to develop the conpetitiveness of
under t aki ngs.

Particular attention should continue to be paid to assisting the
introduction of an effective social policy to back wup the econonc
restructuring process.

- Particular attention will be given - inter alia in the TACIS progranmme
and in the context of the action already undertaken by the European
Union to support the privatization process - to the restructuring and
setting up of undertakings, and of a nodern banking system and capital
mar ket .

- Assistance for Russia's efforts to create an environnent capable of
devel opi ng both national and foreign investnent. In this connection,
particular inportance wll be given to assistance centred on the
i mprovenent of taxation, the introduction of nodern standards of
accounting and auditing and proper |egal protection for investors.

- Support for local and regional econom c devel opment in Russia in order
to consolidate progress towards a narket econony throughout the
country.

- Promotion of industrial cooperation, for exanple by encouraging snall
and medi um-si zed undertakings in the European Union to set up joint
ventures in Russia, in particular through the Joint Venture Pronotion
Schene

- Encouragenment of nobre active conpetition policies in Russia with a view
to reducing the inportance of nobnopolies

- Support for cooperation programmes in the field of research and
devel opnent . Preservation of Russia's potential for research and
developnent in the field of basic science and encouragenent of
cooperation in high-tech industries

- Oganization of round tables between European Union and Russian
busi nessnen with the aim of strengt hening direct contacts in
prof essi onal areas of common interest.

Humani tarian aid

- Further provision of humanitarian aid through the Community and its
Menber States as necessary. The European Union will ensure that there
is proper coordination between humanitarian aid and the other forms of
ai d provided by the European Union.

I1l. Cooperation in the field of Justice and Home Affairs

- Action to conbat organized crime, particularly drug-related crine
i ncl udi ng noney | aundering and action to conbat terrorism Cooperation
to prevent the diversion of chem cal precursors
Illegal economic activities, including corruption, counterfeiting and
illegal transactions in various goods should also be covered
Cooperation could take the formof regular exchanges of information
having due regard to national and international legislation on data
protection, the setting up of a network of contact points and
participation in sem nars
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- Action to conbat illegal inmgration and cooperation on asylum and
readm ssi on policy. Priority in this context should be given to
preparation and follow up of the Regional Conference which is to take
place in GCeneva in May 1996 concerning the problem of refugees and
di spl aced persons in the CI'S countries.

- Cooperation on nutual judici al assi stance, in particul ar by
establishing a network of contact points.

- |In putting cooperation in these areas into effect, any duplication of
Counci| of Europe initiatives will be avoided.

V. Security in Europe

- Initiatives to develop nmore contacts within the framework of existing
nmechani sns between specialist working parties and Russian experts in
the field of security, covering relevant aspects of disarmanent,
non-proliferation, arms export controls and conflict prevention and
managenent .

- Further cooperation with Russia in the el aboration of a security nodel
for the Europe of the 21st century, in preparation for the OSCE sumit
due to take place in Decenber 1996.

- Initiatives to strengthen the role played by the OSCE in Chechnya, in
particular in order to give tangible support to the activities of the

"Assistance Group” in Gozny in carrying out its mandate and to stress
the inportance of its role in seeking a negotiated solution to the
conflict.

- Measures to devel op existing cooperation between the EU and Russia with
a viewto preventing and suppressing illegal traffic in nuclear
material, particularly as a follow-up to the conclusions of the Essen
European Council (9 and 10 Decenber 1994), and bearing in mind the
Moscow Conference on nuclear safety, especially the ideas put forward
in the "Action plan to prevent illegal traffic".

- Support for Russia's efforts to neet its commitnents in the field of
di sarmament in order to conply with the international agreenents on the
matter, for exanple, pronoting the speedy ratification by Russia of the
Convention on chem cal weapons.

- Continued European Conmunity support for the International Science and
Technol ogy Centre (I STC Moscow).

- Continued promotion of information activities, particularly those of
the Menber States, wth a view to outlining EU policies on security,
and sponsoring of conferences and debates with Russian wuniversity
institutions.

- Projects, particularly within the context of the TACH S programe, for
the conversion of Russian mlitary industries and the retraining of
denobi | i zed Soviet arnmy personnel, as well as in the wider field of
rel ati ons between the civilian and military spheres. Continued support
for the Mscow School of Political Studies and the developnent of
civilian responsibility for security issues could al so be considered.

V. Foreign Policy

- Strengthening of the political dialogue with Russia, in accordance with
the provisions of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreenent. Under
that heading, organization of neetings between Russian experts and
EU wor ki ng parties, according to requirements and on the basis of a
programe to be drawn up by each Presidency.

- In the context of the political dialogue, organization of consultations
with Russian representatives on the eve of inportant international
political events.

-  Exchange of experience on the conduct of foreign affairs, especially
exchanges on foreign policy formulation and foreign mnistry
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organi zation, for exanple, |egal departnents.

- Creation of a training programme covering the Eur opean Uni on
(institutional and |legal structures, developnent, etc.) for diplomats
and other Russian officials, drawing on TACIS and the resources of the
Menmber States (e.g. training procedures for diplonmats).

- Increased consultation with Russia on questions relating to the
peaceful settlement of disputes in the context of the OSCE and the
United Nati ons.

- Initiation of discussions wth Russia on the concept and practice of
preventive dipl omacy.

COUNCI L CONCLUSI ONS

The Council was very interested to hear Vice-President Brittan's report on
the recent progress of the preparatory work for the Singapore Conference to
be held from9 to 13 Decenber 1996

The Council stressed that it attached great inportance to the success of
this Conference for the operation of the WIO and the nmultilateral trade
system

This matter is linked to possible nultilateral initiatives to be taken by
the European Union to secure a consistent market access strategy as outlined
in a Conm ssion conmmuni cation on 14 February 1996

The various points in that comunication have al ready been exami ned in depth
by the Article 113 Commttee and conclusions reached which the Counci
endorsed; in those conclusions, the Commission is called upon to defend the
interests of the Community and its Menber States

Wrk should continue to enable the European Union to prepare a conmon
position on all the proposals subnitted by the Commission in its
communi cation on a market access strategy, in particular in preparation for
the Singapore Conference, and to play a dynam ¢ and constructive role in the
process of preparing for that Conference.

These matters should be discussed in greater detail at the forthconing
Counci| neeting on 10 June 1996

RELATI ONS W TH NI GER - COUNCI L CONCLUSI ONS

The Council noted wth satisfaction that a constitutional referendum was
hel d yesterday in N ger.

I't decided that as soon as the results of the referendumhad been announced
and the ban on political parties lifted, cooperation between the European
Uni on and N ger coul d be progressively resumned.

Initially this resunmption will involve

- support for the electoral process
- aid for structural adjustnent: at this stage such aid wll be directed
excl usively towards the nost pressing needs in the social sectors.

The Council decided to return to this question at its next neeting and
exanmine whether the conditions were fulfilled for resunming European Union
cooperation with Niger

DECLARATI ON ON THE LI BERI AN BOAT PECPLE

The European Union is deeply concerned about the serious hunanitarian
situation created by the continuing fighting in Mnrovia and condemms acts
of violence towards the civil population and the harassnent to which aid
operations are subject.

Whil e recognizing the tremendous efforts already made by the neighbouring

countries to help the hundreds of thousands of Liberian refugees, the
Counci| deplores the fact that thousands of people crammed together in boats
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in perilous conditions are still seeking a port which will accept them For
humani tarian reasons, it appeals to the neighbouring countries to grant
shelter, weven if only tenporarily, to the victinse of the fighting and
affirns its wllingness to provide hunanitarian aid to cover their npst
pressi ng needs.

The Council calls on all factions in Liberiato stop fighting i mediately
and put the peace process back on track so that further suffering can be
avoi ded

RELATI ONS W TH SW TZERLAND - PROGRESS OF THE NEGOTI ATl ONS

The Council assessed current progress in the negotiations being conducted
with Swtzerland in the following areas: research and technol ogica
devel opnent, agriculture, mutual recognition of confornmity assessment

public contracts, free nobvenent of persons, inland and air transport.

It began by stressing yet again the inportance of conpleting these
negoti ations as soon as possible so as to develop the European Union's |ong-
standi ng cl ose and nutually beneficial relations with Switzerl and

The Council accordingly noted wth interest the |latest proposals by the
Swi ss Federal Council of 3 April 1996 based on a phased approach that could
inject a newdynamic into the negotiations. It expressed satisfaction at

the progress achieved hitherto, but nevertheless noted that there were stil
problens of varying degrees of seriousness. The nost inportant concerned
free novenent of persons and transport.

On the subject of free novement of persons it was necessary in particular to
nmove on fromthe principle already accepted by Swtzerland of nationa
treatnent in accordance wth the acquis conmunautaire to an exanination of
the detailed arrangements for full attainment of such free nmovenent, by
means of a phased approach

As regards inland transport, it should in particular be ensured that as soon
as the agreement cones into force and thereafter non-discrimnatory and
proportional taxation is applied in accordance with Community law in force
taki ng account of the |level of road charges applied by adjacent countries so
as to avoid deviation of traffic, and that 40 tonne lorries have access to
Swi ss towns and cities. The Council noted that transport issues would be
di scussed by the Transport Council on 17 and 18 June 1996

The Council consequently asked the Conmission to continue the negotiations
with Switzerland in close collaboration with the Menber States and to report
back at its July neeting, with the objective of reaching as soon as possible
a positive outcome based on the principles of the global nature of the
negoti ations, a balance bet ween the different sectors and paral | el
shoul dering of commitments in accordance with the directives approved in
1994.

ANTI - PERSONNEL LANDM NES - DECLARATI ON BY THE EUROPEAN UNI ON

At the closure of the Review Conference of the States Parties to the
Convention on Certain Convential Wapons, the European Union recalls that it
has, over the last vyears, redoubled its efforts to conbat the severe
consequences caused to civilians by the indiscrimnate use of |landmnes, in
particul ar anti-personnel m nes

The European Uni on, which had adopted in May 1995 a joint action in order to
reconfirm its conmtnment to the objective of an overall strengthening of
Protocol Il of the CCW considers that the achievenents of the Review
Conference (such as the extension of the scope of Protocol I1; the
strengthening of restrictions on the use of mnes; the newand imediate
prohi bi tions regardi ng transfers; t he provi si ons on t echnol ogi ca

cooperation and assistance; the regular review nechanism etc.), taken
together, are significant steps forward, both in terms of |andm nes protoco

itself and of the devel opment of international hunanitarian |aw.

The European Union however underlines that the results of the Review

Conference fall short of its expectations and of sonme of the goals set out
inits joint action. In particular, the EU should have |liked an effective
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and bi ndi ng verification mechanism and no periods of deferral of conpliance,
or at |east nmuch shorter ones.

The European Union is convinced that the conclusion of this Review
Conference is only the beginning of a challenging process which requires
constant and w despread efforts and persistence in order to fully achieve
its basic hunanitarian objectives. The European Union wll continue to seek
solutions to the problens caused by anti-personnel |andmines and will strive
t owar ds the goal of their eventual elinination as stated in UN
Resol ution 50/ 70 (0). In the nmeantine, the Menber States of the European
Union will seek early ratification of the amended Protocol Il, as well as of
the new Protocol |1V on blinding | aser weapons, and will take urgent steps to
ensure their conpliance with all the provisions of these two protocols
pending their entry into force.

The European Union will also continue to lend active efforts with a viewto
achi eving uni versal adherence to the CCW since its objectives can only be
effectively attained through inplenmentation of its provisions by the w dest
nunber of States and parties to conflicts.

Furthernore, the European Union recalls its determnation to pursue its

contribution to the international mine clearance efforts. The EU has
already contributed to the UN Voluntary Trust Fun, financing in particular
projects in Angola and Modzanbique as well as in Bosnia-Herzegovina and
Croati a. In addition, the EUw Il consider the possibility of conducting
specific demning actions and wll <continue to seek to that effect the
contribution of the WEU to the elaboration and inplenmentation of such
actions.

The Central and Eastern European countries associated with the European
Union (Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Pol and, Ronmni a, Slovakia) and the associated countries Cyprus and Malta, as
well as the EFTA countries menbers of the EEA, |celand, Liechtenstein and
Norway, align thenselves with this statenent.

ASSOCI ATI ON COUNCI LS W TH CYPRUS AND MALTA

The Council defined the positions which the Union would adopt at the 17th
Association Council neeting with Cyprus and the 9th Association Council
meeting with Malta, both scheduled for the nmorning of 14 May (Press Rel eases
CE- M 602/ 96 Presse 144 and CE-CY 705/ 96 Presse 145).

In addition, it finalized the European Union's position for the joint
mnisterial neeting with Cyprus and Malta in the context of the structured
di al ogue, which was also scheduled for the norning of 14 May. The points
for discussion at that neeting relate to the procedures for the structured
di al ogue, the follow-up to the Barcelona Conference, the M ddle East Peace
Process, the former Yugoslavia and the Intergovernnmental Conference.

3rd M NI STERI AL MEETI NG OF THE | NTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE

The Council neeting coincided with the 3rd nministerial neeting of the |IGC
which dealt with subjects relating to flexibility and differentiation in the
integration process and the effectiveness and bal ance of the institutions in
preparation for enlargenent.

The nministerial meeting was preceded by a meeting with M HANSCH, President
of the European Parlianment, acconpanied by Ms GU GOU and M BROK, Menbers
of the European Parlianment, which gave rise to a discussion on the topics
for the 1GC mnisterial neeting.

M SCELLANEQOUS DECI SI ONS

(Adopted wi t hout discussion. In the case of legislative acts, any votes
agai nst or abstentions are indicated. Deci sions involving any statenents
whi ch the Council has decided may be released to the public are narked with
an asterisk; the statenents in question nmy be obtained from the Press
Ofice.)

Kazakhstan - concl usion of the Interim Agreenent
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The Council decided to conclude the Interim Agreement on trade and trade-
related matters signed on 5 Decenber 1995.

It also gave its assent and prior approval so that the Conmi ssion could
proceed with the parallel conclusion of the Interim Agreenent wth
Kazakhstan on behal f of the ECSC and the EAEC respectively.

The Interim Agreement will make it possible to apply the provisions of the
trade section of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreenent, pending
conpletion of the ratification procedures for that Agreenment, which was
signed in Brussels on 23 January 1995.

Associ ated CCEE - Community quotas and ceilings
The Counci| amended Regul ations

- (EC) No 2178/95 opening and providing for the admnistration of Comunity
tariff quotas and ceilings for certain industrial and fishery products
originating in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, and establishing the
detail ed provisions for adapting these quotas and ceilings;

- (EC) No 1798/94 opening and providing for the admnistration of Comunity
tariff quotas for certain agricultural products originating in Bulgaria,
the Czech Republic, Hungary, Pol and, Romani a and Sl ovaki a, and
establishing the detailed provisions for adapting these quotas (1994-
1997).

Pendi ng conpl etion of the negotiations wth the CCEE on the adjustnment of
the Europe and free trade agreenents followi ng the enlargenment of the Union,
the aimof these anendnents is to grant autononous concessions in the form
of tariff ceilings to Latvia and Lithuania for textile products and
concessions in the formof tariff quotas to the three Baltic States and to
Pol and for certain fishery products, and to open two tariff quotas for
potatoes for Estonia. Lastly, the changes provide for the opening of
Community tariff quotas in favour of Bulgaria and Romania for certain
agricul tural products.

TACI S Regul ation - conciliation with the European Parli anent

The Council decided to accede to the European Parlianent's request for the
opening of a conciliation procedure - in accordance wth the Joint
Decl aration of 1975 relating to acts with inportant financial inplications -
on the proposal for a Regulation concerning the provision of assistance to
economic reform and recovery in the New Independent States and Mngolia
(TAC'S).

The Council hopes that this procedure can be concluded as soon as possible,
to enable it to adopt the Regul ation without delay.

San Mari no

The Council agreed to two draft Decisions - to be approved by the EC-San
Marino Cooperation Conmittee - the purpose of whichis to adopt the
procedures for nmking available to the San Marino Exchequer the inport
duties collected by the Community on behal f of the Republic of San Mari no.

They relate nore specifically to introducing an admnistrative procedure
with regard to the establishment and accounting treatnent of the inport
duties collected by the Cormunity on behal f of the Republic of San Marino.
Principality of Andorra

In approving the results of the negotiations, the Council decided to sign a
Protocol to the Agreement between the EEC and the Principality of Andorra,
the purpose of whichis to adjust that Agreenent to take account of the
enl argenment of the European Union.

Thai |l and - consul tations under GATT Article XX II

The Council adopted the Decision concerning the conclusion of the results of
consultations with Thailand under GATT Article XX II.
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The consultations resulted in an Agreement in the form of an Exchange of
Letters providing for the opening of autononmous Comunity tariff quotas on
broken rice and manioc starch with effect from1 April 1996. The Agreenent
means that the current consultations wunder Article XXIII of the 1994 GATT
wi Il be suspended.

Directive on protection against ionizing radiation *

The Counci | formally adopted the Directive laying down basic safety
standards for the protection of the health of workers and the general public
agai nst the dangers arising fromionizing radiation.

The Euratom Treaty provides for basic standards to be established within the
Comunity for the protection of the health of workers and the general public
agai nst the dangers arising fromionizing radiation. These basic standards
were set for the first time in 1959 in a Council Directive and anended on
several occasions to take account of the devel opment of scientific know edge
concerning radiation protection. The <current version of the "basic
standar ds" dates back to 1980 with sonme amendnents, chiefly to the technical
annexes, nade in 1984.

The aimof the Directive adopted today is to reinforce the existing
provisions on the subject, in particular by reducing the dose limts, to
ensure that the general public and workers receive the best possible
protection agai nst the harnful effects of ionizing radiation.

The Directive also aims to nmmintain technical consistency with the
recommendati ons of international organizations such as the WO and the
| AEA/ OECD. Lastly, it adapts the existing legislation to the new situation
created by conpletion of the internal market.

Consi derable account has been taken in drafting the Directive of the
recomendati ons of the International Conm ssion on Radiological Protection
(I1CRP).

The Directive applies to all practices involving a risk from ionizing
radiation enmanating from an artificial source or from a natural radiation
source in cases where natural radionuclides are or have been processed in
view of their radioactive, fissile or fertile properties.

Enphasi s should be placed particularly on the follow ng provisions relating
to

- dose linmts:

- for exposed workers, the effective dose is to be 100 mllisieverts
("mBv") in a consecutive five year period, subject to a naxinum
effective dose of 50 nSv in any single year. Menber States may decide
an annual anount.

- for nenbers of the public, the linmt for effective dose is to be 1 nfSv
in a year. However, in special circunstances, a higher effective dose
may be authorized in a single year, provided that the average over
five consecutive years does not exceed 1 nBSv per year.

- natural radiation sources:

- the provisions in Title VI of the Directive apply to work activities
not covered by the general scope within which the presence of natural
radi ation sources leads to a significant increase in the exposure of
wor kers or of menbers of the public which cannot be disregarded from
the radi ation protection point of view

- radiol ogi cal energencies:
- the provisions in Title VI apply to intervention in cases of
radi ol ogi cal enmergencies or in cases of |asting exposure resulting from

the after-effects of a radiol ogical energency or a past or old practice
or work activity.
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Directive on investor -conpensation schenes

Noting that it was inpossible to accept all eight anendnents to its common
position voted by the European Parliament on second reading at its
March 1996 part-session, the Council decided to convene the Conciliation
Committee in accordance with Article 189b(3) of the Treaty.

The Council adopted its common position on 23 Cctober 1995.

Directive on cross-border credit transfers

Noting that it was inpossible to accept all 14 anendnents to its comon
position voted by the European Parliament on second reading at its
March 1996 part-session, the Council decided to convene the Conciliation

Committee in accordance with Article 189b(3) of the Treaty.
The Council adopted its comon position on 4 Decenber 1995.

Directive on the right to vote and to stand as a candidate in rmunicipal
el ections

The Council anended Directive 94/80/EC of 19 Decenber 1994 |aying down
detail ed arrangenents for the exercise of the right to vote and to stand as
a candidate in nunicipal elections by citizens of the Union residing in a
Member State of which they are not nationals, to take account of the
accession of Austria, Finland and Sweden.

The purpose of the amendment is to adjust the Annex to the Directive so as

to provide a reference to the basic local government units of these three
countries.

* k%
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