
AGREED MINUTES

of the 4th. Round of Negotiations between the Delegations of  MERCOSUR and the State of Israel on the establishment of a Free Trade Agreement

The Delegations of MERCOSUR and of the State of Israel met on 5 to 7 July 2006 in Buenos Aires to negotiate the establishment of a Free Trade Area Agreement. 

Mr. Felipe Alvarez de Toledo headed the delegation from MERCOSUR

Ms. Merav Gonen headed the delegation from Israel

The list of the participants of both Delegations is attached as Annex I.

The agreed agenda included the meetings of the following working groups:


I. Market Access:

Meaningful discussions were held between the two sides both on the exchanged offers and the texts.

Israel completed the presentation of its first offer on agriculture and presented an improved offer on additional products. Israel agreed to send further improvements for chapters 15 and 16.04.

MERCOSUR agreed to review and send its offer’s schedule.

The new version for the Chapter on Trade in Goods is attached as Annex II.

II. General Provisions 

Both Delegations discussed the remaining open issues in the text, and agreed to exchange new text proposal.

The last updated version of the text is attached as Annex III.

III. Rules of Origin and Customs Procedures 

     Protocol on Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters:
The Parties discussed the text of the chapter on Rules of Origin, including the certificate of origin. 

The results of the present round of negotiations are set forth in the text attached as Annex IV. The Parties will exchange opinions on the pending points before the next videoconference.

Regarding the Protocol on Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters, the Parties agreed on the final text (Annex V).

Schedule of Future Negotiations:

27th. July: Israel will complete its offer on chapter 15 and 1604.

Israel will send comments on General Provisions. MERCOSUR will send final text on Trade in Goods.

3rd. August: MERCOSUR will send updated schedule.

MERCOSUR will send comments on pending issues on Rules of Origin.

10th. August: Israel will send comments on pending issues on Rules of Origin.

MERCOSUR will send comments on General Provisions.

2nd. Half August: Videoconference on Rules of Origin, Videoconference on SPS, Dispute Settlement and Safeguard Measures. MERCOSUR will propose the exact date during the last week of July.

11 to 14 September: 5th  Round of Negotiations in Jerusalem, Israel.

7 to 10 November: 6th Round of Negotiations in Brazil.

Done on July 7th, 2006, in Buenos Aires in two original copies in the English language.
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