
Canada and India Conclude Seventh Round of 
Negotiations Toward Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement

Canada-India trade agreement an important part of the Harper government’s plan to open new 
markets and create jobs

February 6, 2013 - The Honourable Ed Fast, Minister of International Trade and Minister for the 
Asia-Pacific Gateway, today announced the conclusion of the seventh round of negotiations toward a 
Canada-India comprehensive economic partnership agreement. Negotiations took place in New Delhi 
on February 5 and 6, 2013.

“Our government is committed to building on our already-strong ties with India to create a 
partnership that will lead to jobs, growth and long-term prosperity for workers in both our 
countries,” said Minister Fast. “More than a million Canadians of Indian origin is clear proof of how 
both business and people-to-people ties are helping us deepen the Canada-India relationship.”

Negotiations this week were productive and focused mostly on market access and related areas.

A Canada-India joint study concluded that a trade agreement between the two countries could boost 
Canada’s economy by at least $6 billion. That translates to almost 40,000 new jobs across the 
country, or a $500 boost to the average Canadian family’s annual income. Canada has identified 
core economic opportunities in India in the energy, agriculture, infrastructure and education sectors.

In less than six years, Canada has concluded free trade agreements with nine countries: Colombia, 
Honduras, Jordan, Panama, Peru and the European Free Trade Association member states of 
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. In addition to India, Canada is engaged in 
negotiations with large, dynamic and fast-growing markets, such as the European Union, Japan and 
the countries that comprise the Trans-Pacific Partnership.
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For further information, media representatives may contact:

Rudy Husny
Press Secretary
Office of the Honourable Ed Fast
Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia-Pacific Gateway
613-992-7332
rudy.husny@international.gc.ca

Trade Media Relations Office
Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada
613-996-2000
Follow us on Twitter: @Canada_Trade
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